
 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF RHODE ISLAND 

STEPHEN DEL SESTO, AS RECEIVER 
AND ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ST. 
JOSEPH HEALTH SERVICES OF RHODE 
ISLAND RETIREMENT PLAN; ET AL., 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

PROSPECT CHARTERCARE, LLC; ET AL., 

Defendants. 

C.A. No. 1:18-CV-00328-S-LDA 
 
 

 
THE DIOCESAN DEFENDANTS’ NOTICE OF ASSENT TO RELIEF 

REQUESTED IN PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT 
 

Defendants Roman Catholic Bishop of Providence, a corporation sole, Diocesan 

Administration Corporation, and Diocesan Service Corporation assent to the relief requested in 

Plaintiffs’ Motion for Summary Judgment, ECF No. 173, and stipulate that by April 29, 2013 at 

the latest, the St. Joseph Health Services of Rhode Island Retirement Plan was not a Church Plan 

within the meaning of 29 U.S.C. § 1002(33) and, therefore, was subject to ERISA.  
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 
PROVIDENCE, A CORPORATION SOLE, 
DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATION 
CORPORATION and DIOCESAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION 
 
By Their Attorneys, 

PARTRIDGE SNOW & HAHN LLP 
 
 

/s/ Howard Merten 
Howard Merten (#3171) 
Eugene G. Bernardo (#6006) 
Paul M. Kessimian (#7127) 
Christopher M. Wildenhain (#8619) 
40 Westminster Street, Suite 1100 
Providence, RI  02903 
(401) 861-8200 
(401) 861-8210 FAX 
hmerten@psh.com 
ebernardo@psh.com 
pkessimian@psh.com 
cwildenhain@psh.com  

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on the 31st day of August, 2021, the foregoing document has 
been filed electronically through the Rhode Island ECF system, is available for viewing and 
downloading, and will be sent electronically to the counsel who are registered participants 
identified on the Notice of Electronic Filing. 

 
/s/ Howard Merten     

 4106742.1/1444-35 
 

Case 1:18-cv-00328-WES   Document 221   Filed 08/31/21   Page 2 of 2 PageID #: 11342


